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TASKFORCE

The last 21 months in Shropshire

Key ongoing issues as a result

Economic Recovery Taskforce for Shropshire - set up in June 2020

3,825 claimants in January 2020 21,800 on furlough at its peak in July 2020

2020

15 February: 
Flooding

5 November: 
Covid 19 
Lockdown 2.0

6 January: 
Covid 19 
Lockdown 3.0

31 December: 
UK left 
the EU

26 March: 
Covid 19 
Lockdown 1.0

15 June: 
Non-essential 
shops re-open

17 May: 
Accommodation 
reopens

4 July: 
Restrictions 
Eased

12 April: 
Non-essential 
shops, gyms, 
and beauty reopen

21 June: 
Retail, hospitality, 
and leisure back to 
‘new’ normal

20222021

3.3%
Claimant Rate
5% in Great Britain
6.1% in West Midlands

6,335
Claimants
Sep 2021

18-24: 5.3%

24-49: 3.7%

50+: 2.6%

5,300
On Furlough

Aug 2021

Under 25: 8.9%

25-49: 43.8%

50+: 47.3%

Furlough
Employment

By Sector

Wholesale & Retail: 16%

Manufacturing: 14%

Accommodation & Food Services: 11%



Immediate and short term solutions

•  Town Centre Recovery Programmes
•  £2.76m Economic Recovery Programme
•  High Street / Welcome Back Fund
•  £170m of Covid-19 direct business grants

This work, government 
reviews, and our collective 
experience has brought us 
to a place where we need to:

Inform a new economic growth plan and 
strategy refresh for Shropshire

focusing on employment and skills, town 
centre recovery, and sector focus

Immediate 
Restart

Short Term 
Revitalise

Long Term 
Growth
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